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Midwest Theater Performing Arts Education
ANNUAL REPORT

The historic Midwest Theater in downtown Scottsbluff operates as a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization as
Friends of the Midwest Theater. The organization’s mission is to preserve and enhance the historic Midwest
Theater for present and future generations by offering mainstream and specialty films, performing and visual
arts, and school and community educational programming.

A key part of the Midwest Theater’s mission is to provide high-quality performing arts experience and
educational programming to students throughout western Nebraska and eastern Wyoming.
Each Performing Arts Season at the Midwest Theater, which runs fall through spring, includes free performing
arts education programming specifically for students. Most of these matinee performances, in-school outreach
performances and workshops are intended for grades 3 through 6, but programs have reached students from
kindergarten through college. The Midwest Theater does not charge for these programs. Reservations for
these free educational programs in the 729-seat theater are available to schools on a first-come, first-served
basis. Students from schools as far as 70 miles away have attended educational programs at the Midwest
Theater in the past five years.
As the Midwest Theater’s partnerships with area schools have grown, the theater has made a point to include
matinee performances and educational outreach opportunities when negotiating artist contracts. Originally,
most programming targeted 4th and 5th grades, but the programming outreach expanded this season to
include 3rd grade as well. Performing arts educational outreach opportunities have grown over the past five
years from 5 events and 1,770 educational contacts during the 2012-2013 Performing Arts Season to 20
events and 7,979 educational contacts during the 2016-2017 season.

2016-2017 Performing Ar ts Season Educational Programming
by the Numbers
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2016-2017 Educational Programming
Ranky Tanky. Timeless game songs, work songs,
and spirituals from the Gullah culture of the
Carolina Coast. November 9 in-school outreach
performance for 700 students and teachers in
three schools. November 10 matinee
performance for 685 students and teachers.

Rhys Thomas: Science Circus The Physics of Fun.
Lessons in Newtonian physics using science, comedy
and circus arts. October 9 physics workshop for 13
students. October 10 matinee performance for 721
students and teachers.

Missoula Children’s Theater: Peter & Wendy. A
globe-trekking take on the Peter Pan story,
featuring 39 local children as actors.
November 15-16 in-school acting workshops
for 80 students. November 18 two matinee
performances for 1,353 students and teachers.

Russian String Orchestra. A world-traveling orchestra
comprised of some of Russia’s finest young string
players. February 27 matinee performance for 708
students and teachers.
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2016-2017 Educational Programming

Colcannon. Traditional Irish music with a
contemporary style. March 16 two matinee
performances for 1,348 students and teachers.

Snowcatcher, world premiere. A one-woman play
telling the tale of a pioneer girl caught in a blizzard.
March 31 two matinee performances for 1,220
students and teachers. April 1 in-school weekend
acting workshop for 31 students and family members.

Missoula Children’s Theater: Gulliver’s Travels.
A sci-fi spin on the original story, featuring 40
local children as actors. April 26-27 in-school
acting workshops for 35 students. April 28 two
matinee performances for 997 students and
teachers.

The Texas Tenors. A unique vocal blend of country,
classical, Broadway opera and popular music. May 3
musical career workshop at the theater, plus free
show tickets, for 8 students, plus one teacher and one
church choir member.
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Par ticipation by School District 2016-2017
5,063 Scottsbluff Public Schools: Bluffs Middle School, Lake Minatare Elementary, Lincoln Heights Elementary,
Longfellow Elementary, Roosevelt Elementary, CHOICES, Westmoor Elementary
1,349 Gering Public Schools: Cedar Canyon Elementary, Geil Elementary, Lincoln Elementary, Northfield
Elementary
1,206 Private schools: Community Christian, St. Agnes, Home school
265

Morrill Public Schools: Morrill Elementary, Morrill High School

2

Colleges: Eastern Wyoming College

1

Mitchell Public Schools: Mitchell High School

School Districts that Par ticipated within the Past Five Seasons
Banner County Public Schools

Gering Public Schools

Morrill Public Schools

Bayard Public Schools

Goshen County School District

Potter-Dix Public Schools

Eastern Wyoming College

Leyton Public Schools

Private schools

Educational Service Unit 13

Minatare Public Schools

Scottsbluff Public Schools

Garden County Schools

Mitchell Public Schools

Sioux County Public Schools
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Student Reactions
Students who attended free Performing Arts Season matiness often send thank-you notes, and we ask students
who participate in performing arts workshops to answer survey questions. Here are some excerpts from notes
and surveys from the 2016-2017 Performing Arts Season:
Ranky Tanky

The most important thing I learned was that I could try and succeed
in playing on instruments and trying new things wouldn’t hurt.
I like art. It is really good for me, it keeps me calm!
I enjoyed it because the beat was outstanding!
The Texas Tenors

It was extremely interesting to hear about previous gigs and
careers, as well as some “tricks of the trade.”
I loved getting to interact so closely with the performers.
They are chill, down-to-earth dudes, and really awesome people!

Russian String Orchestra

I learned that when the conductor’s arms went down the tempo went
down.
My favorite part was when we got to dance in our heads because in
my head it seemed like a dance place.
My favorite part was when the conductor showed us how to conduct
and even asked three kids to go up and conduct the orchestra.
Snowcatcher

I liked the sound how they changed it. I thought it was scary
because [of] how the music changed sound.
I learned that if you go to sleep in a blizzard you will freeze to
death.
My favorite part was that the actress played 6 characters. I will
always remember the 6 people the girl played.
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Funding Performing Ar ts Educational Programming
The nonprofit Midwest Theater pays performing artists to provide the matinee performances, outreach
performances and workshops that are free of charge to our area students. The funding for this programming
comes from a variety of sources, including:
Season Sponsors

Event Sponsors
Bluffs Dental, Culver’s, First National Bank, Gary’s
Cleaning & Restoration, Panhandle Coop, Regional
West Medical Center, and Baltes Trust.
Government Support
A Mini Grant to support
Snowcatcher and a Basic
Support Grant for overall
programming from the
Nebraska Arts Council through its matching grants
program funded by the Nebraska Legislature, the
National Endowment for the Arts and the
Nebraska Cultural Endowment.
A Nebraska Sesquicentennial Grant to
support Snowcatcher from the
Nebraska Sesquicentennial Commission.
A Major Grant to support
Ranky Tanky from Humanities
Nebraska with support from
the Nebraska Cultural Endowment.
A Regional Touring Program
Grant to support The Texas
Tenors from the Mid-America
Arts Alliance, with funding
from the National Endowment for the Arts, the
Nebraska Arts Council, and foundations,
corporations and individuals throughout Arkansas,
Missouri, Nebraska, Oklahoma and Texas.

Midwest Theater Memberships
Funding to support programming also comes from nearly
600 individual and corporate Midwest Theater members.
We invite supporters of the arts and arts education to
become members of the Midwest Theater. Individual
memberships start at $60 per year and include benefits
such as discounted tickets. For more information, or to
become a member, stop by the theater, call 308-6324311 or visit www.midwesttheater.com.
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Words for our sponsors

Page 7

Additional Community Outreach and Educational Programming
Beyond the school-based education programs embedded in the Performing Arts season, the Midwest Theater
provides many other opportunities for community-based arts programming, education and entertainment.
Calibraska Arts Initiative
In partnership with a faculty member (a western Nebraska native) from the California Institute of the Arts and
other community partners, which have included Inventive Media, the West Nebraska Arts Center, Western
Nebraska Community College, Lied Scottsbluff Public Library and the Nebraska Arts Council,
intergenerational classes in film and animation techniques are offered over the summer. In 2016, 57 students
participated in Calibraska classes.
Library reading program rewards
The Midwest Theater provides reduced-cost film screenings for the Lied Scottsbluff Public Library and the
Gering Public Library to give participants in their summer reading programs a free movie experience, and a
reduced-cost rental for the Lied Scottsbluff Public Library’s end-of-reading-program performance, which is
also free to participants. In 2016, these programs reached 1,084 young people in our community.
Free and reduced-cost movies
The Midwest Theater offers half-price admission for special school-year screenings that enable teachers to
reward their students with a movie experience in the historic theater building. During the winter holiday
season, the Midwest Theater screens holiday movies for the general public, free of charge. These movie
experiences reached 1,200 students and 1,621 holiday movie patrons in 2016.
Documentary films and discussion
The Midwest Theater screens documentary films, most of them free of charge, and often hosts special
discussions afterwards, such as a Q&A session with a film director or a topical discussion with a panel and
moderator, usually in partnership with schools and community organizations. Specific programs include the
spring Reel Earth Festival and the PBS Independent Lens series, which a combined 309 patrons attended in
2016. The Reel Earth Festival accepts “admission” donations of food items for a backpack program that
benefits area students living in poverty.
Senior residence outreach
The Midwest Theater works with assisted living and rehabilitation centers to bring performing artists to people
who have limited mobility can would not likely be able to attend a show. During the 2016-2017 Performing
Arts Season, 30 Heritage Estates residents enjoyed a Colcannon performance and a storytelling session with
the producer of the Snowcatcher play – free of charge.
Jail outreach
In 2015 the Midwest Theater began a partnership with the Scotts Bluff County Detention Center to provide
film screenings and outreach workshops for the detainees. Some of these adults assist with cleaning and
maintenance tasks at the theater on supervised work release, which has been a 14-year partnership. The arts
programming is used to reward good behavior and provides an element of respite for people undergoing
behavioral rehabilitation in detention. During the 2016-2017 Performing Arts Season, Ranky Tanky and
Colcannon performed at the Detention Center.
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Educational Programming for the 2017-2018 Midwest Theater Performing
Ar ts Season
For the upcoming 2017-2018 Performing Arts Season, the Midwest Theater is currently planning 15 matinee
programs and 7 outreach performances/workshops for area students, covering strings, piano, ballet, gospel,
country and more.
The TENTATIVE lineup of educational opportunities for next season includes:










A matinee performance with country/folk artists Liza Jo & Tin Town Troubadours
Four outreach performances and two matinee performances of folk artists with the Welsh Song Fest
A matinee performance and a workshop with Ballet West II
A matinee performance with country artists Riders in the Sky
A matinee performance and a workshop with classical artists with the Portland Cello Project
A matinee performance and a workshop with Harlem Gospel Choir
A matinee performance with pianist Ethan Bortnick
Two matinee performances with juggler-comedian Mark Nizer
A matinee performance of Moon Mouse – Light Wire Theater

All shows and educational offerings are subject to change. When schedules and target age ranges for the
educational programming are finalized, the Midwest Theater’s Office Manager, Theresa Trevino, will send
details to all schools and educators for which we have email addresses. She will manage registrations for the
matinee performances, which are limited to 700 students and are available on a first-come, first-served basis.
Seating and accommodations for students with special needs are available (e.g., wheelchair access,
amplification devices) but must be requested at the time of registration.

If you wish to ensure you are on the email list for
educational opportunities at the Midwest Theater, contact
Theresa Trevino, 308-632-4311, theresa@nebraskARTS.com

Field Trip Grants for Schools
The Nebraska Arts Council offers grant funds to Nebraska-accredited public or private schools to underwrite
the cost of arts field trips for K-12 students. Visits to the Midwest Theater for Performing Arts Season events
qualify under this grant program. Funding is available on a first-come, first-served basis until funds are
depleted. Applications for the 2017-2018 school year will be accepted beginning June 1, and applications
must be submitted at least four weeks before the event date. For more information, visit
http://www.artscouncil.nebraska.gov/grants/grant-categories/school-bus-arts-grants.html
Target stores award Target Field Trip™ grants of up to $700 to K-12 schools. Applications are accepted
between Aug. 1 and Oct. 1. For more information, visit
https://corporate.target.com/corporate-responsibility/grants/field-trip-grants
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