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Fine arts can give any student a voice.
-a teacher whose students attended the Very Hungry Caterpillar matinee performance
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The Midwest Theater’ mission is to
preserve and enhance the historic Midwest Theater for present and future generations by offering
mainstream and specialty films, performing and visual arts, and school and community programming.

A key part of this mission is to provide high-quality performing arts experiences and educational
programming to students throughout the region.

We serve a rural community, and arts opportunities for kids in schools can be few
and far between. Making these opportunities available to students in our region is part
of the mission of the Midwest Theater, and it’s a personal goal as well.

Executiv e Director

Billy J. Estes

Growing up in rural Nebraska, I remember a Nebraska Theatre Caravan coming to my
school when I was in first or second grade. They were touring a play about the Wright
Brothers, and they made an airplane fly across my school gym. All these years later, I
still can remember that feeling of amazement and possibility. That play had an effect on
who I am as a person, and I’ve seen the impact of the arts on my own children. Art gives
students new ways of looking at the world that can benefit them in ways large and
small.

Music and performing arts is not just about what’s on the stage sometimes. With the Catapult
show last season, students were maybe intrigued by the show’s artistic merit, maybe it made them
want to dance. But maybe some were intrigued by the projection, the technology behind it. Maybe it
sparked a new interest in some kid’s brain that could change their life.
It’s hard to measure quantitatively the impact of arts education. You can look at numbers and say
“we had X number of contacts with kids,” but the effect of arts experiences on individual students is
harder to measure. On pages 6 and 7 of this report, we share a few of the things that students have
written and drawn in their thank-you notes to sponsors, and we list a few of the things that teachers
have written in the surveys they submitted after the shows. These stories help demonstrate the
importance of what we do more than numbers can.
The communications we have with educators is so important to my work booking performing
artists for the Midwest Theater. The artists I select for each performing arts season have to fit into a
matrix of many qualities and qualifications, and one of them is “are they fun and interesting and
engaging with students and want to be doing that kind of work?” Another one is “are they currently
offering something that is in line with the teaching standards the schools are looking at?”
We at the Midwest Theater are always looking for ways that we can improve how we serve our
community. If you have any thoughts on how we could improve arts education, I invite you to stop by
the theater, give me a call at 308-632-4311, or send me an email at billy@nebraskarts.com.
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Scottsbluff Public Schools: Bluffs Middle School, Lincoln Heights Elementary,
Longfellow Elementary, Roosevelt Elementary, Westmoor Elementary
Gering Public Schools: Geil Elementary, Gering Junior High School, Lincoln Elementary,
Northfield Elementary
Private Schools: Community Christian, St. Agnes, Homeschool
Bayard Public Schools: Bayard Elementary, Bayard Junior-Senior High School
ESU13: Life Link
Mixed schools in workshops
Mitchell Public Schools: Mitchell Elementary
Morrill Public Schools: Morrill Elementary

The nonprofit Midwest Theater provides FREE
matinee performances, outreach performances and
workshops for area students. The funding for this
programming comes from a variety of sources.

Quivey-Bay
State Foundation
The Coolidge Corner Theatre with major
support from the Alfred P. Sloan Foundation

Overall support from the Nebraska Arts Council through its matching
grants program funded by the Nebraska Legislature, the National
Endowment for the Arts & the Nebraska Cultural Endowment. Gina
Chavez program support from Humanities Nebraska with support from
the Nebraska Cultural Endowment & from the Mid-America Arts
Alliance, with funding from the National Endowment for the Arts, the
Nebraska Arts Council, & foundations, corporations & individuals
throughout Arkansas, Missouri, Nebraska, Oklahoma & Texas.

Th e Lock w ood Foun dation

Dr. Thom & LaRita
VanBoskirk

Kelley Bean Company, Gateway Realty, Monument Inn & Suites,
North Platte Natural Resources District, Panhandle Coop,
Scotts Bluff National Monument, Wills Chiropractic

Lex & Jam ie M adden

The Fourth String Fund is named after a cello—with only three of its
four strings, it can make a sound, but it can’t make music. Donations to
the Fourth String Fund are instrumental in bringing world-class
performing artists to the Midwest Theater stage and into classrooms.

Midwest Theater performing arts tickets are not refundable, but if you
return tickets to the box office for resale before the event, we will give
you a donation credit equal to the value of the tickets, and the funds
will help to support the theater’s programming and outreach work.

Memberships

Funding to support programming also
comes from Midwest Theater members.
Memberships start at $60 per year
and benefits include member pricing
on performing arts and movie tickets.
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2018-2019
Performing Arts Education
September 13. The Hunts. Sibling group performing
harmonic alt-folk music. In-school performance for
165 students and teachers and matinee
performance for 269 students and teachers.
October 10. Gina Chavez. Alt.Latino music and original
songwriting. Three in-school songwriting workshops for
156 students and teachers in two schools and matinee
performance for 437 students and teachers.

January 22. Mermaid Theatre of Nova Scotia’s The Very
Hungry Caterpillar and Other Eric Carle Favorites.
Puppetry theatre. Matinee performance for 714 students
and teachers. Partnered with local libraries to provide 70
free and discounted tickets as reading rewards.

Student illustration of a Very Hungry Caterpillar

February 29. Catapult. Storytelling though shadow
dance. Matinee for 683 students and teachers.
February 14. Illusion Theatre’s My Antonia. Stage
adaptation of classic literature. Matinee performance for
257 students and teachers. Partnered with the Cather
Foundation to provide copies of the novel “My Antonia”
to two classrooms.
March 8. Peacherine Ragtime Society Orchestra. Vintage
ragtime music. Multigenerational matinee performance
at a care facility, which 53 students and teachers were
able to attend.

Gina Chavez and Michael Romero lead Roosevelt
Elementary students in a songwriting workshop.

November 28, 30. Missoula Children’s Theater:
Blackbeard the Pirate involving 57 local students in the
production. In-school workshop for 390 students and
teachers and two matinee performances for 861 students
and teachers.
The Peacherine Ragtime Society Orchestra did an
outreach performance at The Residency, and
homeschool and ESU-13 students were invited to attend.
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March 27, 29. Missoula Children’s Theater: Pinocchio
involving 59 local students in the production. In-school
workshop for 45 students and teachers and a matinee
performance for 1,093 students and teachers.

April 24. Tapestry Dance Company’s Passing it
Forward. Storytelling through spoken word and tap
dance. Spoken word workshop for 51 students and
teachers, dance workshop for 12 students and
teachers, and a matinee performance for 143 students
and teachers.

A rousing scene in “Pinocchio”

April 9. The 5 Browns. Sibling group of pianists.
Matinee performance for 432 students and teachers.

Zell Miller III, the spoken word poet with the Tapestry
Dance Company, led a workshop for Bayard students.

2018-2019
Science on Screen Education
December 6. Feeding a Growing World. Panel discussion
with P. Stephen Baenziger, Professor of Agronomy and
Horticulture at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln; Barb
Cross, Assistant Manager of the North Platte Natural
Resources District; and Michael Ann Relka, Western
Sugar agriculturist; followed by a movie screening for
170 students and teachers.

May 2. Volcanic Ash in Western Nebraska: Past and
Future? Panel discussion with Jim Swinehart, Emeritus
Research Geologist at the University of Nebraska–
Lincoln and Steve Sibray, geoscientist and
hydrogeologist at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln
Panhandle Research and Extension Center; followed by
a movie screening for 244 students and teachers.

April 4. Water, Agriculture, People and Change.
Partnership with Legacy of the Plains Museum,
University of Nebraska-Lincoln Panhandle Research and
Extension Center, and North Platte Natural Resources
District to host four water resources education stations
at the museum for 108 students and teachers.
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“They would teach us about
new instruments, they were
amazing at singing, and at the
end they would let us ask
them questions.” Student, The
Hunts performance

“I liked the part when the
chameleon was a whole bunch of
animals mixed up together and
then went back to just being him
self. Its a message to me about be
your self.” Student, Very Hungry
Caterpillar performance

“What I really liked was
how free the people
looked when dancing.”

“I learned that changing
the music also changes the
mood even if it is the same
scene.” Student, Catapult

Student, Passing It Forward
performance

performance

“I was impressed on how the actors
had memorized all of their lines
because of how hard they had
worked for us to come and see them
do their best on stage.”
Student, MCT Blackbeard
performance

6

Top 5 reasons teachers brought students

Why teachers value Midwest Theater programming

Interesting/fun/enjoyable/special
Worked with schedule / age group
Exposure to art / culture
Good opportunity
Content / related to school lessons

Far and away, the top reason teachers said they value
arts education at the Midwest Theater was that it
provided an experience that would otherwise be
unavailable to the students, for reasons of cost, family
situation, or travel distance. A majority of teachers
stated that exposure to the arts, and a variety of kinds of
art, was important for their students. Some noted that
arts education at the Midwest Theater promotes
learning and personal development, and gives students
an enjoyable break in their day.

“Your shows allow our students to see
how the arts tie into language arts,
mathematics, science and social studies.
Performing arts is very much a part of
core curriculum.”
Teacher at Catapult performance

“Music and arts is sometimes put on the back
burner in education. These performances help bring
that to the students.” Teacher at The Hunts performance

How teachers said the performance impacted their students / related to curriculum







The Hunts. The lesson they learned on how to

act at a performance ...
Gina Chavez. We have been doing some
geography so it was nice that she tied that in a
little bit.

MCT Blackbeard. It showed my students how to
use expression during their speaking.

Very Hungry Caterpillar. The students really
want to read the book.
Catapult. One boy asked "How do they know
how to get the angles right?" Would be a great
connection to math …
My Antonia. My students said they enjoyed that
it taught real life situations, and they learned
that life was hard for immigrants in Nebraska.

“They laughed and sang
all the way home on the
bus!”

MCT Pinocchio. The messages, "Always do your
best" and "Let your conscience be your guide"
reinforce important themes of our school and
our district.
The 5 Browns. We have talent chapel coming
up. It encouraged them to be willing to show
their talent.
Passing It Forward. We talk a lot in my
classroom about not being a bystander but being
an "upstander" and speaking up when you see or
hear bullying or something that isn't right, so the
message shared in the show reinforced that also loving who you are and not just looking at
the outward appearance of others.

“Real life experiences are
always more impactful
than what I can do in the
classroom.”

Teacher at
Blackbeard
performance (L)
Teacher at My Antonia
performance (R)
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For the upcoming season, the Midwest Theater is planning 10 matinee programs and 26
outreach performances/workshops for area students, covering folk and classical music,
theatre, puppetry, acting, and repertory and folk dance. The TENTATIVE lineup of educational
opportunities for next season includes:








Four movement classes, a
teacher training and a
matinee performance with
the modern Repertory Dance
Company
A music workshop and a
matinee performance with
Zydeco roots musician
Terrance Simien
Four matinee performances
and two acting workshops
with the Missoula Children’s
Theatre

One Irish history
presentations with the
dancers of An Irish Christmas



One workshop and a matinee
performance with the
classical Fry Street Quartet



One matinee performance
with the Peking Acrobats



Workshops with the Omaha
Symphony Orchestra, and an
opportunity for students to
perform with the professional
musicians



One matinee performance of
Lightwire Theatre’s Dinolight
puppetry theatre



Five classroom workshops
and a matinee performance
with the folk April Verch Band

All shows and educational offerings are subject to change. When schedules and target age ranges for
the educational programming are finalized, the Midwest Theater will send details to all schools and
educators for which we have email addresses. Registrations for the matinee performances are
limited to 700 students and are available on a first-come, first-served basis. Seating and
accommodations for students with special needs are available (e.g., wheelchair access, amplification
devices) but must be requested at the time of registration.

To ensure you are on the email list for educational opportunities at the Midwest Theater, contact
Midwest Theater Office Manager Celestina Godinez at 308-632-4311 or celestina@nebraskarts.com

2019 Midwest Theater Board of Directors: President Phil Kelly, Vice President Shirley Burford, Secretary
Mary Robinson, Treasurer Sharyn Wohlers, Ex Officio Officer LaRita VanBoskirk, Laurie Alkire, Troy Cowan,
Cristina Karpf, Dick Meyer, Bill Peters, Marilyn Rahmig, Stewart Rusch, Tracy Steele, Teresa Swank, Jeff Tracy
Midwest Theater staff: Executive Director Billy Estes, Development Director Katie Bradshaw, Office Manager/
Volunteer Coordinator Celestina Godinez, General Manager Jeff Johnson, Bookkeeper Harriet Aden

1707 Broadway, PO Box 276, Scottsbluff, NE 69363 ● 308.632.4311 ● www.midwesttheater.com

